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Routes for Contamination of Central 
Venous Catheters with Microorganisms 


Intrinsic : skin flora 
Extrinsic: HCW hands 


1. Skin micro-organisms either: 
Intrinsic: skin flora 

Extrinsic: HCW hands or 
contaminated disinfectant 


4 Hematogenous: from distant infection 


F Micro-organisms of CLABSI 


Most of the microorganisms that cause intravascular device-related 
infections are from the patient's own skin flora; however, contamination of 
a device hub is also a source of infection. Pathogen susceptibilities and 
distribution vary widely by region and over time. 
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